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County Counsel February 4, 2015

TO: PATRICK OGAWA
Acting Executive Officer
Board of Supervisors

Attention: Agenda Prep ation

FROM: PATRICK A. WU
Senior Assistant Co my Counsel
Executive Office

TELEPHONE

(213)974-1861

FACSIMILE

(213)229-9924

TDD

(213)633-0901

E-MAIL

pwu@counsel.lacounty.gov

RE: Item for the Board of Supervisors' Agenda
County Claims Board Recommendation
Estate of Arturo Cabrales, et al. v. County of Los Angeles
United States District Court Case No. CV 13-013'10

Attached is the Agenda entry for the Los Angeles County Claims
Board's recommendation regarding the above-referenced matter. Also attached
are the Case Summary and the Summary Corrective Action Plan to be made
available to the public. ..

It is requested that this recommendation, the Case Summary, and
the Summary Corrective Action Plan be placed on the Board of Supervisors'
agenda.

PAW:cs

Attachments

HOA:11204691



Board Agenda

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS

Los Angeles County Claims Board's recommendation; Authorize settlement of
the matter entitled Estate of Arturo Cabrales, et al. v. County of Los And
United States District Court Case No. CV 13-01370, in the amount of $1,500,000
and instruct the Auditor-Controller to .draw a warrant to implement this settlement
from the Sheriffs Department's budget.

This lawsuit concerns allegations of a wrongful death which occurred during an
investigation conducted by Sheriffs'Deputies.

HOA.1120469.1



CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION

CASE NAME Estate of Arfiuro Cabrales, et al. v. County of
Los Angeles

CASE NUMBER CV 13-01370

DATE FILED

COUNTY DEPARTMENT

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY

NATURE OF CASE

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE

PAID COSTS, TO DATE

HOA.1080805.1

United States District Courf

3/4/2013

Sheriff's Department

1,500,000.

Andrew L. Ellis

Edwin A. Lewis

Plaintiffs JFC, a minor, by and through his
Guardian Ad Litem, Mariella Sanchez and Janet
Ramos Laris filed this federal civil rights lawsuit
against the County of Los Angeles, the Sheriff's
Department, and various Sheriff s Department
personnel for the wrongful death of Arturo
Cabrales. The involved Deputies claim their
actions were reasonable under the
circumstances.

Due to fihe risks and uncertainties of the
litigation, a reasonable settlement at this time
will avoid further litigation costs. Therefore, a
full and final settlement of the case in the
amount of $1,500;000 is recommended.

$ 78,005

$ 17,41.5
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~~se Name ~stat~ of Arturo Cabrates, et al. v. County of Los Angeles

.Summary, ~orrec~ive Action Plan
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The intent of this farm is to assist departments in writing a corrective action plan summary far attachment
to khe settlement documents developed for the Board of Supervisors andlar the County of has Angeles

Claims Booed. The summary should be a spsei~c overview of the elaimsJlawsuits' identified root causes
and corrective actions (status, time frame, and responsible party}, This summary does not replace the
Corrective Action Plan form. If there is a question related to cnnfid~nti~lity, please consult County Counsel.

€}ate of incident/event: ~ Wednesday, March 7, 2012; approximately 2.49 p.m.

Briefly provide a
description of the Estate of Arturo Cabraies et i v. Count of L.os An ales

incident/event: Summary Gprrective Action Plan Na. 2014-038

Qn Wednesday, IVla~ch 7, 2g12, ~t approximately 2:49 p.m., three
uniParmed Las Angeles County deputy sheriffs, assigned to the Los
Angeles County Sheriff ~ Department's Gang Enforcement Team, were
driving a standard black and white, Los Angeles County-owned patrol
vehicle and attempted to defain the decedent along with two companions
for drinking in public. The finro companions immediately cooperated with
the deputy sheriffs, whereas the decedent was immediately
uncooperative and hostile.

While the Las Angeles CounCy depuky sheriffs were conducting (heir
investigaCion, the decedent, who had remained within the curtil~ge of his
residence, denied the deputy sherifFs access in the property by
attempting to close the slit#ing gate in the fence encircling the residence.
When one of the deputy sheriffs entered the open gate to detain him, the
decedent retreated further into the curtilage of the residence. As the
deputy sheriff apprn~ched the decedent, the decedent withdrew a
firearm concealed upon his person. The deputy sheriff discharged his
weapon at the decedent, striking him in the torso.

He was pronounced dead at the scene.

Briefly describe the root causets~ of the c(aimllawsuit:

~.~....___ _...______.______._..._ ._...~..._.._..~._...~_.__~.~.~~.__...w~~...._.__._..~.~_.._~.wd.._...»_.._~_....~_.._..~_. _~..
The root cause in this incident (s an a(legatinn a member of the Las Angeles County Sheriff's
p~partment viplated the decedent's private cartilage.

2. 6risfly describe rec~ammended corrective actions-
~tnclude each aarreative action, due date, responsible party, aid any disciplinary actions if appropriate)

__ ___. _.m....__........~..~. ~...~....__....._.....v~.._......___ _ __----
The Los Angeles County Sheriff s Department had relevant policies and procedures/protocols +n effect

at the time of the incident.

The Los Angeles County Sheriff's QepartmenPs training curriculum addresses the circumstances wh+ch

occurred in the incident.

This incident was #haroughly investigated by representatives from the Los Angeles bounty Sheriff's

Departments _Hnrnicide Bureaus l'he results_af their investigation were presented to re~sresentat+ves
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County of Los Angeles
Summary Corrective Action Plan

from the Los Angeles County District At#orney's Office. On September 7 8, 2Q12, the office ~f the Los
Angeles County district Attorney concluded that the deputy sheriff anted lawfutiy in self-defense.

't't~e incident also was investigated by representatives from the Lns Angeles County Sheriff's
OepartmenYs Internal Affairs Bureau. On Augusk 8, 2Q13, the results dP the invsstiga#ion ware
presented to the members of the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department's executive Force Review
Committee. The members of tha cammitte~ concluded fihe physical force used against the decedent
was reasonable and justified.

While the force used by the deputy sheriff was reasonable and justified, appropriate administrative
. action was imposed upon one member of the Los Angeles Counfy Sheriff's Department.

On Qctober 24, 2Q14, the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department's Ris~C Management Bureau
put~lished ~ieid Qperations Support Services Newsletter 14-23, Lego! Standing Upon the Curtrlage at
Residences, designed to remand and educate members of both current laws and current case law
ertainin to c~nfarcement action in and/or u on the cvrtila e of residences.

3. Are the cr~rrectfive actions addressing department-wide sy$tem issues?

Yes--The corrective actions address department wide system issues.

No - The c~rr~ctive actions are only applicable to the affected parties.

Las Angeles Count+ Sheriffs;Dapartrrtent ..... _._.._....__.... ,,....._.___.._.~.~ ._.__._.... .. .. ...r...N...~.._ ..... ....._.
N~ft't@: (Risk Management Coordinator)

Scott ~.: Johnson, Captain
Risk Management Bureau

Signature: 
.. ... 

....~~~~~ 

... ....

NamL: (Department Head) ,,, .. ,. Y .. , . ,. ..

Earl M. Shie:~ds, Chief
Prafessfonal Standards Division

Signature: ~ 
._ ~_._.,_... ,..... K ... _... ,._~,......! Date:........_. ......... _ , . ,.

~ ~~ ;y~;~....__ _ .. . _ ..... ~._~ ..t

Thls section intentionatiy left blank.

Document version: 4.0 {January 2013) Rage 2 of 3



County of Las Angles
Summary Corrective Action P}an

~~ef X~utav~.;t~i#t~e Riz~}t:M~~,~~ezri~~iL,i~a~pectar,~C3~~erai l5~ QNL.1~ .

Ar~~th~=e~:rr~ctiv~ ~cEfoij~~.,' ftea~ite.tai:~thei~ 3~e 'artiY%~nts~~rit~ili~.~ti~;Co ~t~t~''t.°,;; .. ~ .i?P. _ ,~. Y..

~ .Yes ~hQ cQCrec~v~ ~k+ar~s ~ate~►t~al~r h~~e; ~.4,un#~ uvide~ ap~li~~ili~y~° , ~ ~ ;~ ~ ~ ;

~Vt~;,~tti~ ~Qr`rectlite• ~GEtans ~~;e ~~pl~a~7e,~ir~~~r fo:tf%is ~d~}~~ti~i~~~.t: ~ .. - , .

ame: (Risk Management Inspector General}

(;

~~~ ~~'~
`: Signature: ~ aate:

f~ /Zz Z~~
~....... ~ .~ ... ~. ...... .... e, ..... ....,
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